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Building a chicken coop requires careful planning and attention to
detail to ensure it provides a safe, comfortable, and functional
environment for your chickens. Here's a detailed checklist that
outlines the steps, materials, and tasks necessary to build a chicken
coop.

1. Planning and Design

e Determine the Size: Decide how many chickens you want to keep. A general rule is 3-4
square feet per chicken inside the coop and 8-10 square feet per chicken in the run.

e Select Location: Choose a location that provides shade, is well-drained, and is safe
from predators.

e Design the Coop: Sketch a design including features like doors, windows, nesting
boxes, perches, and a run.

2. Materials and Tools

e Materials:
Lumber (2x4s, plywood, OSB boards)
Roofing material (metal sheets or shingles)
Hardware cloth or wire mesh
Screws, nails, and brackets
Hinges and latches for doors

o Paint or wood treatment for weatherproofing
e Tools:
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Circular saw

Drill and bits

Hammer

Measuring tape

Level

Shovel (for foundation)
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3. Foundation and Floor

e Prepare the Ground: Clear and level the site. Consider adding a concrete foundation or
using gravel for drainage.

e Build the Base Frame: Construct a rectangular base frame using 2x4s and secure it
with screws.



Install the Floor: Attach plywood or OSB to the base frame for the flooring.

4. Framing

Build the Walls: Construct the walls by attaching vertical 2x4s to the base frame.
Ensure walls are square and level.

Add Windows and Doors: Frame out spaces for doors and windows, ensuring they are
secure and predator-proof.

Roof Frame: Add a roof frame using 2x4s. Ensure it slopes for water runoff.

5. Walls, Roofing, and Ventilation

Install Walls: Attach plywood or similar material to the wall frames. Consider using
insulation if you're in a cold climate.

Add the Roof: Secure your chosen roofing material (metal or shingles) to the roof frame.
Ensure it's well-sealed to prevent leaks.

Ventilation: Cut ventilation holes near the roofline and install vents. Ensure they can be
closed during cold weather.

6. Interior Setup

Nesting Boxes: Install nesting boxes at a lower level in a quiet, darker area. Provide
one box per 3-4 hens.

Perches: Install perches at varying heights. Use 2x4s with the wide side facing up for
comfort.

Feeders and Waterers: Secure feeders and waterers to walls or place them on
platforms to prevent spillage.
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7. Building the Run

Frame the Run: Construct the run frame using pressure-treated lumber or PVC.
Attach Fencing: Use hardware cloth for the lower three feet to prevent predators from
digging in. Chicken wire can be used above.

e Run Roof: Add a roof to the run to protect it from rain and aerial predators.



8. Predator Proofing

Secure the Perimeter: Bury hardware cloth at least 12 inches deep around the coop
and run to deter burrowing predators.

Check Openings: Ensure all doors, windows, and vents are securely covered with
hardware cloth and can be locked.

9. Final Checks

Stability Check: Ensure the entire structure is sturdy and stable. Add diagonal braces if
necessary.

Weatherproofing: Paint or stain the coop to protect it from the elements.

Test Doors and Windows: Ensure all doors and windows open and close properly and
are secure.

10. Furnishing and Finishing Touches

Bedding: Add a thick layer of bedding (straw, wood shavings) to the floor and nesting
boxes.

Dust Bath: Provide a dust bath area in the run filled with sand, dirt, and diatomaceous
earth.

Predator Deterrents: Hang reflective tape or old CDs around the run to deter birds of

prey.
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